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abandoned the daily phone calls to his son. Susan then gave up the
daily phone calls she had been making to her mother. Nowadays
she calls both families two or three times a week—a stubborn young
woman, she still maintains some of her notions on "fairness"—and
perhaps once a week they visit both families.
After Susan conceded that the baby was not really "getting
spoiled" and that in fact she had jealously wanted to hug all Pam-
ela's affection to herself, she realized that the problem of doting
grandparents was not of vital importance. At any rate, she acknowl-
edged she could not solve it. She then withdrew her objections to
the numerous small gifts Pamela was receiving from her paternal
grandparents and gave the maternal grandparents more leeway.
Although for a while Pamela was buried in toys and gimcracks, the
heavens did not fall.
Susan is now expecting that second baby, for which she was so
eager. No doubt this child, too, will be on the receiving end of
needless gifts from four loving grandparents, but Susan will try to
take it in stride.
The problems of Susan and Aady Fleming were far less complex
than those of Margaret and Ron Anderson, who also suffered from
sexual maladjustment and interfering in-laws. Both Margaret and
Ron regarded themselves as misfits. They had married because
they felt fairly comfortable with each other and awkward with ev-
erybody else.
In college Ron, 6 feet 1 inch and athletic looking, had been able
to talk Mozart and Picasso, but he did not know the difference be-
tween a double play and a drop kick. Margaret's two older sisters,
who were little and cute, had been the belles in her family. Marga-
ret was supposed to be a son. At news of the birth of a third daugh-
ter, Margaret's mother had been so disappointed she had hysterics
in the delivery room.
By the time Margaret followed her sisters to college and into

